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The Anglo Saxon Petroleum Company
(Shell)

In the six years prior to 1900 215 oil cargoes were transported through the
Suez Canal by Shell's rapidly growing fleet. Oil production in the Dutch East
Indies (Java) enabled tankers to refill at Borneo and Sumatra. In 1907, The
'Shell' Transport and Trading Company and the Royal Dutch Petroleum
Company amalgamated with 38 tankers designed for the world oil trade. 1910
The launching of the 'Vulcanus' built in Holland for Royal Dutch-Shell Group
propelled by 400 h.p. diesel engines, the first ocean-going motor vessel to be
put into commission, all previous tankers were steamships.

At the outbreak of World War 2 on 3 September 1939 the combined fleets of
the Anglo Saxon, Eagle Oil and the three Dutch Companies consisted of 208
foreign-going ships, totalling 1,859,136 tons, in addition to this the Shell Co.
owned over 1,000 small craft.

During hostilities losses sustained both of ships and crew was 87 vessels of
869,661 tons sunk or destroyed, 796 British and Dutch Officers and Seamen
were killed.and hundreds more were wounded others were made POW's in
the grim camps of Germany, Japan and the Far East. Casualties among the
Asiatic crew members were 1,008. losses of ships were replaced partially by
wartime acquisition of 41 vessels. Thus at the end of the war the Shell Group
was left with much ship-building following the worst ordeal to which the British
Merchant Navy has been subjected. A well known fact tankers operating for
the Allies were the priority target of the most ruthless attacks by enemy
surface-raiders, submarines and aircraft. When German aggression and
Hitler's directive "tankers before everything'. His general staff knew crude oil
and its manifold products were the life-blood of the Fighting services and of
industry. In total marine warfare the tanker is described as a 'floating
volcano,, when transporting a cargo of aviation gasolene, and motor spirit,
white oil, and black oil, an empty tanker is still a volatile bomb. Sunday
morning, 3 September 1939. Britain was at war with Germany. All British
Merchant Shipping now became subject to Government Control. Oil was in
constant supply at Curacao, Galveston , Abadan, Palembang, Borneo,
Sumatra, for transport and delivery in peace-time, the outbreak of war found
the Shell tankers spaced over the oceans of the world in ports at home and
abroad. A screen came down over the movements of all British Shipping,
permits from the Board Of Trade were necessary later becoming Ministry of
Shipping, and later the British Ministry Of War Transport BMOWT. Prime
Minister Churchill's Minister of Shipping and Transport. The Hon. Lord
Leathers. for routing and convoy. Tankers and Cargo ships were withdrawn
from service and equiped with 4.7 inch Stern Guns, Bofors and Oerlicons and
other defensive equipment.

The 'Battle of the Atlantic was the dominating factor all through the war.
Never for one moment could we forget that everything happening elsewhere,
on land, at sea, or in the air, depended ultimately on its outcome, and amid all
other cares we viewed its changeing fortunes day by day with hope or
apprehension. 'Winston Churchill Vol.V. Britain in order to survive, and
manufacture the logistics to produce weapons to equip her fighting forces,
needed to import hundreds of thousands of tons of raw material each month.
Food was brought into British Ports by Merchant Ships at a huge cost in
seamens lives and shipping tonnage, Britain produced only half enough to
feed the population and the influx escaping from Nazi persecution, she had
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only a few months reserves. In 1939 the last few months of the year over 50
million tons had to be imported by sea in tankers and cargo ships British and
Allied. The spirit of Britain's great sea tradition "The Brotherhood of the Sea'
found early expression in the deeds of these tankermen.

Catapault Aircraft Merchant Ship CAM

One of the strangest and least-known operations of World War Two entailed
using merchant ships for launching of aircraft for the protection of convoys in
the Atlantic.

The CAM ships had civilian crews and flew the red ensign of British merchant
ships. Because their booms and hatches were still accessible, these ships
could carry cargoes of all types. The only military personnel aboard were
those in a small Royal Air Force flying detachment. A single Hawker
Hurricane fighter was carried on a catapult for a onetime launch; no provision
was made for recovering the plane.

Once airborne, the pilot had two alternatives: to find land, or to ditch the plane
and parachute from it at sea and be picked up by a ship.

These MAC ships flew the red ensign signifying their status as merchant
ships. Each ship carried a crew of about 110 men, about 40 of whom
constituted the core merchant crew with the balance being Royal Navy
personnel who had signed the ship's articles as merchant seamen.

List of The Anglo Saxon Petroleum Company Ships

San Alberto San Delfino [ San Calisto | Ceronia San Demetrio
Appolonia San Hornshell Adina Ohio

Florentino
San Victoria Rosalia San Eliseo Simni Manvantara and

Merula

San Cirilo Harpa and Carribean MV Ondina

Pinna Tanker

Ferries

War Casualties among officers and crew ratings serving in the Group's
Tanker Fleets, 1939-45.

Serving in the Anglo Saxon Fleet 318

Serving in the Eagle Oil Fleet 330

Serving in the Netherlands Fleet 141 Total 789 Lives Lost
Chinese Ratings Serving in the above British Vessels 766
In Netherlands Vessels 242

Total 1,807 Lives Lost.

Merchant Mariners who have made the Supreme Sacrifice in Defence of
Their Country. Dedicated to the Officers and Men whose heroism and
sacrifice made victory possible.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee575284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d6253537030028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f0030028fd94e9b8bbe7f6e89816c425d4c51655b574f533002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c9069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d521753703002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f300290194e9b8a2d5b9a89816c425d4c51655b57578b3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.000 842.000]
>> setpagedevice




